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What is AG*IDEA? 

AG*IDEA is the acronym for “Agricultural 
Interactive Distance Education Alliance” 
 

Part of Great Plains IDEA – Began in 1994 (course 
delivery initiated in 2001); developed by human 
sciences faculty/administrators to educate rural 
professionals through the use of distance 
technologies and shared courses. 
 

  AG*IDEA is a national consortium offering 
programs and courses in agricultural disciplines 
 
 



AG*IDEA Member Universities 
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Current AG*IDEA Animal Science Programs 

Animal Science Graduate Certificate 
 5 course currently scheduled: 

 Advanced Ruminant Nutrition 
 Advance Non-Ruminant Nutrition 
 Advance Reproductive Physiology of Farm Animals 
 Advanced Selection of Domestic Animals 
 Advanced Meat Science 

 
 Swine Science  - Undergraduate Certificate 
 Students required to take 12 hours: 

 6 hours of core courses 
 1 hour production course 
 5 hours of electives 

 
 





How Does AG*IDEA Work? 
 Courses and programs available on-line 

 
 Courses and programs offered/approved  
     at each local institution 

 
 Local departments schedule courses 

 
 Local institutions award grades, credit and 

degrees 
 
 Students pay a common price 

 
 



Student Information 
System at Alliance 
Office (ExPansis) 

Campus coordinator – home institution 

Grade placed on 
student’s transcript 

Instructor: 
   - Receives Roster 
   - Contacts all students 
   - Teaches course 
   - Evaluates students & awards grade  

Campus coordinator – teaching institution 

Student registers for course at home 
institution & pays common tuition 



Teaching 
Institution 

75% 

AG*IDEA 
12.5% Enrolling 

Institution 
12.5% 

Funding Model 

Common Price = All Tuition & Fees 
2014-2015 Academic Year: $515/Graduate Credit Hour 
    $370/Undergraduate Credit Hour 



Course Cr. 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Sp SU Fall SP Su Fall Sp Su Fall Sp Su Fall 

Advanced 
Ruminant 
Nutrition 

3 Huntington Huntington Huntington Huntington 

Advanced Non 
Ruminant 
Nutrition 

3 Azain Azain Azain Azain 

Reproductive 
Physiology of 
Farm Animals 

3 Pratt Whisnant Pratt Whisnant Pratt Whisnant Pratt 

Selection of 
Domestic 
Animals 

3 Cassady Cassady Cassady Cassady 

Meat Science 3 Stelzleni Stelzleni Stelzleni 

Current Course Matrix for Animal Science Courses 

Future Classes:  
 Growth and Development 
 Breeding and  Genetics 
 PhD Nutrition Courses 

http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/an_sci/faculty/gbhuntin.htm
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/an_sci/faculty/gbhuntin.htm
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/an_sci/faculty/gbhuntin.htm
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/an_sci/faculty/gbhuntin.htm
http://www.ads.uga.edu/personnel/faculty/azain.html
http://www.ads.uga.edu/personnel/faculty/azain.html
http://www.ads.uga.edu/personnel/faculty/azain.html
http://www.ads.uga.edu/personnel/faculty/azain.html
http://www.clemson.edu/cafls/departments/animal_vet_science/faculty_staff/faculty/pratt_scott.html
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/an_sci/faculty/cswhisna.htm
http://www.clemson.edu/cafls/departments/animal_vet_science/faculty_staff/faculty/pratt_scott.html
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/an_sci/faculty/cswhisna.htm
http://www.clemson.edu/cafls/departments/animal_vet_science/faculty_staff/faculty/pratt_scott.html
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/an_sci/faculty/cswhisna.htm
http://www.clemson.edu/cafls/departments/animal_vet_science/faculty_staff/faculty/pratt_scott.html
http://www.sdstate.edu/index/directory/directory-detail.cfm?view=detail&ci=7403
http://www.sdstate.edu/index/directory/directory-detail.cfm?view=detail&ci=7403
http://www.sdstate.edu/index/directory/directory-detail.cfm?view=detail&ci=7403
http://www.sdstate.edu/index/directory/directory-detail.cfm?view=detail&ci=7403
http://www.ads.uga.edu/personnel/faculty/stelzleni.html
http://www.ads.uga.edu/personnel/faculty/stelzleni.html
http://www.ads.uga.edu/personnel/faculty/stelzleni.html


Who Controls Program and Courses? 

 Faculty 
 Approve instructors for courses 
 Develop and update curricula & course subject 

matter 
 Teach courses & advise students 
 Determine quality 
  

 Others 
 Facilitate instruction, tuition collection, resource 

distribution, etc. 
 
 



Interest in AG*IDEA: Personal Perspective 

Access to courses that institution does not teach 
Able to provide courses for graduate training in 

areas lacking faculty critical mass 
Opportunity to recruit graduate students 
Enhance regional/national reputation of Dept. 
Enhance cooperation across univ. that create  

additional collaborative research opportunities 
 Increased student credit hrs = increased funding 
 Increased funding and visibility for faculty  



AG *IDEA Issues and Questions 

 Tuition? – “real” dollars that must be paid 

 Managing semesters when institutions have different calendars? – 
campus coordinators communicate deadlines to each other, 
students and instructors. 

 Student rights? – governed by policy of home institution 

 Vetting of faculty to teach courses? – governed differently by each 
institution. 

 How should courses be considered:  in-house or transfer? 

 What happens if something goes wrong? AG*IDEA has a policy 
manual & local university administrator involvement.  

 How are grading differences across universities handled? – Grade 
translation matrix. 
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