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Background Information:

Aviation Biofuels Summit

The Air Force is planning to have its entire fleet of planes certified for 50 percent biofuel use by the end of 2012. The commercial aviation industry in the US and world-wide is on a similar.  Toward this goal, the Air Force is sponsoring a Biofuels for Aviation Summit in September to provide them and the commercial aviation industry with a realistic assessment of the availability of biofuels by 2012 in different parts of the United States.  Estimated US fuel consumption for both the Air Force and the commercial industry is approximately 1.7 million barrels (or 71.4 million gallons) per day.  
Approximately 150 (~20 from the Southern region) of the best agricultural and biofuels scientists from Land Grant universities will attend and make recommendations, along with a ~40 representatives from government and industry involved in decisions about biofuels for aviation.   Participants will concentrate on five tracks; feedstock availability, feedstock logistics, processing & conversion, economics & policy, and deployment.  Each track will discuss current status and future needs in that area relative to carbon footprint, sustainability, and food versus fuel.  The Summit will produce a report estimating the current availability of biofuels and provide 5-year projections on availability.  The report will include as well an assessment of how biofuel production could be organized for continuous delivery of quantities demanded to the major airports in the US (specific to particular regions) currently and five years into the future.  The Air Force will use the report from this Summit to guide their approach to the introduction of a 50 percent biofuels requirement for their fleet.   

Excellence in Multistate Research Award Funds

The Experiment Station Directors have approved, with ESCOP's concurrence, the use of $15,000 of Hatch MRF for the Excellence in Multi-State Research Award in FY 2009.  Approval of this off-the-top use of MRF in future years will be determined at our Experiment Station Section meeting held each September at the same time that NRSP funding is approved.

 
Management of these funds will be as follows.

· Upon approval by the Experiment Station Section, CSREES (NIFA) will designate $15,000 of Hatch Multistate Research Funds to be used by the multistate project that is selected for the Excellence in Multistate Research Award. 

· Up to $5,000 will be used to cover travel for two members of the recipient project, the Administrative Advisor and Chair or their designees, to attend the awards ceremony at the APLU annual conference. 

· The remaining $10,000, and any unused travel funds, will be used to support activities which enhance and contribute to the research and/or outreach objectives of that multistate project, consistent with the appropriate use of Hatch funds.  Use of these funds will be a project committee decision made in conjunction with its Administrative Advisor. 

· The funds will be allocated to the North Carolina Agricultural Research Service at North Carolina State University each year and managed by the SAAESD Executive Director’s office in residence there in order to ensure a consistent process for disbursing the funds.  

· The SAAESD ED’s office will be directed by the winning project’s Administrative Advisor on the specific use of these funds. 

· The SAAESD ED's office will report each year on the expenditures from these funds and the multistate project's Administrative Advisor will report on how these funds contributed to achieving the project's objectives.

Potential FSLI and LEAD-21 Collaboration

One of the PBD’s System Integration Task Force’s charges is to “Support integrated leadership development within the System, particularly through the Food Systems Leadership Institute and LEAD-21."  At the March PBD meeting the idea of gaining efficiencies by integrating some aspects of FSLI and LEAD-21 was briefly discussed.  At the July PBD meeting the Integration Task Force was asked to facilitate a conversation with leaders of these two programs to explore whether or not any type of collaboration would be possible and/or desirable.  If the decision is to move ahead, a small subgroup will be formed to develop a plan.

Climate Change Legislation Proposal

A document on climate change and energy has been developed by the research and extension EDs that is being presented to Congress for possible inclusion in the pending climate change legislation.  The proposal describes potential new programs, both competitive and capacity based, in sustainable food, fuel, and fiber systems; global climate change; water quality and quantity; energy extension; forest management and mitigation of elevated atmospheric CO2; and human capacity development for climate change, food, and energy.  Cornerstone is working to have this language included in the climate change legislation through Senator Harkin’s office with funding at $1 billion.
Meeting with Southern Region Forestry Department Heads
Our region has had a forestry department heads Advisory Committee (SAC-13) for many years but this group has not been active as an AC for the past 4 or 5 years.  In an effort to reactivate this group, I met last spring with the department head of Forestry & Environmental Resources, Barry Goldfarb, and the Dean of Natural Resources at NCSU to discuss how best to proceed.  They put me in touch with Keith Belli, department head of Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries at University of Tennessee, who is currently the Southern region chair of the National Association of University Forest Resources Programs (NAUFRP).  Keith and I have discussed this and he is “very interested in re-establishing the interaction between Southern NAUFRP and SAAESD”.  Keith has arranged for me to meet with the S-NAUFRP group during the Society of American Foresters conference on September 30 in Orlando.  We plan to discuss reactivating the forestry AC and other ways that that regional interaction between our two administrator groups could be enhance.
