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Sad News

The joint ASRED/AEA/PLN meeting was held in a state of profound sadness due to the tragedy of Comair Flight 5191 and the premature death of Dr. Larry Turner, Director of Extension, University of Kentucky. Dr. Turner was a husband, father and friend. In addition, he was a leader for Extension. Larry was Chair-elect of ASRED, served on ECOP, and was Co-Chair of the eXtension Finance Taskforce. He was a futuristic leader for Extension; he will be missed and will be remembered as a strong leader, a quiet, confident gentleman who lived a life of compassion and hope. Our prayers are with his family.

2005-2006 ASRED Officers
· Chair - Paul Coreil [LA]

· Chair-Elect - Larry Turner [KY]

· Secretary - Bernadette Hinkle [AR]

· Past Chair - Ivory Lyles [AR]

 

2006-2007 ASRED Officers
· Chair - Fran Wolak [SC]

· Chair-Elect - Larry Arrington [FL]

· Secretary - Millie Ferrer [FL]

· Past Chair - Paul Coreil [LA]

Extension Director Position Status
· Mississippi State University - search for an Executive Director of Extension and Outreach is postponed; Dr. Will McCarty has been named Associate Director of Extension. 

· Oklahoma State University - Dr. Jim Trapp has been named Associate Director of the OSU Extension Service. 

· University of Tennessee - Dr. Charles Goan is Acting Dean of UT Extension.

· VPI - Dr. Mark McCann has been named Associate Dean and Director of Virginia Cooperative Extension.

eXtension
· The second Call for Engagement (CFE) was released February 1 soliciting proposals to form additional Communities of Interest. An announcement of 10 new CoPs will be made soon. eXtension is also beginning to accept Pioneer Volunteer Communities of Practice (groups who petition eXtension to be a part and who bring their own funding). The first volunteer CoP has been accepted, two additional ones are pending, and about 25 are included on a list of potentials. 

· eXtension gained a line of funding through CSREES of $1.485M (after rescission) for FY 06 and has a request in the President’s budget for FY 07 of $2.97M. Both the Senate and House have plans for a $500,000 increase.

· eXtension continues to generate considerable interest on the part of various individuals and groups, e.g., NASULGC (Peter McPherson, President), Department of Energy, non-Land Grant presidents, etc. 

· An internal release of the first CoP, HorseQuest, was announced by Dan Cotton. It includes all the major elements of active interaction between the CoP and the CoI (i.e., FAQs, Ask the Experts, Basic Information, interactive tools, etc).

· Several Extension Directors from southern region cotton producing states have agreed to provide start up funding for a cotton production Community of Practice.  Details are being worked out, however, a committee of cotton specialists from across the U. S. have been working together to develop an comprehensive Internet-based cotton website and inclusion of this effort in the national eXtension effort is being encouraged through this move.

 

Reauthorization and Funding Issues
· Extension directors in the southern region have reviewed the current CREATE-21 proposal and expressed support for the idea of thinking about our collective futures. However, there are significant concerns with flexibility to allow special initiatives (e.g., eXtension, EFNEP, RREA), and definition of formula as it relates to state funds for salary increases. 

· Extension directors in the Southern Region are working to increase participation in competitive integrated programs of CSREES and seek to work closely with your faculties in doing this. 

Future Meetings
· ASRED will hold its spring 2007 meeting jointly with SAAESD in Kentucky. 

· The fall meeting of ASRED/AEA/PLN will discontinue its rotational location as of the end of the 2006 meeting in Puerto Rico. Future fall meetings will meet in hub cities so that bids can be accepted for meeting space. This meeting requires 10 breakout rooms, which limits facilities. The fall 07 meeting location will be announced soon. 

· ASRED’s annual summer fly-in has been changed to an audio meeting. 

· There is an Extension-led Energy Workshop schedule for late November 29 - December 1 in Baton Rouge, LA. This effort is lead by Louisiana State University, the North Carolina Solar Center at North Carolina State University, and the University of Florida and is focused on developing educational materials and strategies revolving around resource efficient residential construction in hot, humid climates. This workshop will cover both technical as well as consumer-oriented topics and will share developed materials and solidify a regional "Community of Practice" centered on building science based housing outreach. An additional outcome of the workshop will be to prioritize future outreach topics and product formats. Special consideration will be given to developing initial frequently asked questions and other information intended for Web-based delivery via the eXtension system. Dr. Pierce Jones, University of Florida, is leading this effort. 

Relationship with Commodity Groups

· ASRED believes that over the past several years there has been a weakening of the relationships between LGUs and key commodity and other groups. 

· ASRED has decided to name a representative to each major national group to dialogue about their issues and the relationship between Extension and their group. The goal is to strengthen relationships. ASRED also plans to invite ECOP participation in a national effort if there is interest, with a goal date of completion by April 07. If other regions do not wish to join this effort, the SR will proceed on its own. It was also agreed that Experiment Station directors be invited to participate in this relationship-building strategy.

Federal Budget Priorities

The Southern Region Extension directors identified the following as priorities for federal funding, in the order shown: Formula funding, eXtension, and bio-energy. 

